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NEW MEMBERS
A S O F 12 / 17 / 19 W E H AV E 1,17 5 M E M B E R S !

Calendar
January
28 – The Arc of Oakland County Board of
Director's Meeting, 7 p.m. at The Arc office

NOVEMBER MEMBERS
JERRILL & MARCIA BINION - CL AUDIA FIELEK - MONIQUE
FOWLKES - JOCINDA HIRT - NYRA KRYZA - RHONDA LINDELL S H E R R I L U E D T K E - M I C H A E L & R U T H LYO N S - A I L E R T P E L AYO
- K AT H E R Y N R AY S O N - M I R A N D A S PAT E S - M A R J O R I E S T E FA N
- DEBORAH TURNER

February
7 – Dove Award Nomination Forms due to
The Arc office
14 – Happy Valentine's Day!

DECEMBER MEMBERS
K AT H L E E N A N D R U S - J A I M E B O R A S H KO - S U S A N B R O W N K AT H L E E N M AC K - C H E R Y L M AT T H E W S - S H A I L E S H PA R I K H DILJA SELCANIN - DANIEL JOHN TOMALL S

March
6 – Silent Auction items due to The Arc office
20 – 50th Annual Dove Awards Presentation &
Silent Auction, 6 p.m., San Marino Club, Troy, MI

2020 Membership Goal
2,000

The Arc of Oakland County Staff
Thomas F. Kendziorski, Esq.
Executive Director

Monica M. Knoblock
Program Development,
Fiscal Intermediary

Monica P. Goerg
Director, Fiscal Intermediary

Beth M. Lafata
Comptroller / Office Manager

Megan L. Arnold
Fiscal Intermediary

Kiesha D. Lawton
Administrative Assistant

Larry W. Bizon
Fiscal Intermediary

Patricia D. Luker
Senior Staff Advocate

Megan E. Brosky
Fiscal Intermediary

Diane M. McDaniel
Fiscal Intermediary

Brianna M. Cunningham
Fiscal Intermediary

Leanne E. Mayes
Fiscal Intermediary

Bernadette L. Duhoski
The Forever Plan Monitor

Allison M. Murowany
Director, Public Relations &
Development

Connor A. Healy
Fiscal Intermediary

Garret C. Van Drunen
Fiscal Intermediary

2019-2020
Board of Directors
Tom Quakenbush, President
Jerry Rubin, 1st VP
Tom Lias, 2nd Vice President
Lisa Kowalski, Secretary
Suzanne Marquardt, Treasurer
David Loeffler, Past President

31 – The Arc of Oakland County Board of
Director's Meeting, 7 p.m. at
The Arc office

IN MEMORIAM
Leonard D. Brose
Ronald Burin
Jimmy Vodicka
Kathryn E. Weidig

Delegates-at-large
Ron Cheli
Tim Hatfield
Linda Knox
Julianne Lalik
Randall Meono
Nadine Milostan
Barbara Scott
John Torrone
Ann Wiedelman

Designer & Editor, PROFILES

Allison M. Murowany
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"From The
Director's Chair"
On

behalf of the Board of Directors and Staff of

The Arc of Oakland County
you are cordially invited to attend the

50th Annual Dove Awards
Presentation and Silent Auction
Friday, the 20th of March, Two Thousand Twenty
San Marino Club, Troy, MI

For 50 years, The Arc of Oakland County has honored individuals, companies, agencies,
residential settings, technicians, teachers, employers and volunteers who have made outstanding contributions to the lives of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
Awards are presented in several categories together with a Lifetime Achievement Award.
Over fifteen hundred nomination forms are sent out to professionals, families, members and
friends of The Arc of Oakland County. Each and every nomination that is sent back to The
Arc is reviewed by a Selection Committee comprised of individuals working in the fields of
mental health and special education, together with a parent representative and a volunteer.
Be assured that every nomination form is read, reviewed and discussed by the Selection
Committee and then voted on. The selection process is lengthy and thorough.
You should be receiving your nomination forms soon. All nominations are due into The Arc
office by Friday, February 7, 2020. The Selection Committee will meet the following week
and the award recipients will be notified shortly thereafter.
Nominations may be sent in by mail, fax (248-816-1906) or e-mail (Allison at amurowany@thearcoakland.org).
If you have any questions regarding the nomination form or process, or if you need assistance, please call the office.

By:
i
Tom Kendziorsk

The Arc has always been a “changeagent” for children and adults with intellectual impairments. From the days
of warehousing human beings in public institutions, to legislating mandatory
special education, to opening up residential settings and services within the
community, to fighting for the freedoms
of the Americans with Disabilities Act,
to fighting to eliminate the use of the
“R” word from our lexicon, and to the
“next big thing,” we have been and will
always be at the side of families and
those with special needs. We will continue to need you, our membership, to
help make large and small strides happen.
Permit me to do a little self-promotion
and my annual “happy dance” about
our steady membership climb over the
past 37+ years of my tenure at The Arc
of Oakland County.
“THE ARC HITS ALL-TIME HIGH MEMBERSHIP TOTAL IN 2019!”
Yes, a big smile came across my face
last month when the final 2019 membership campaign tally came in … 1,175
members! It took twenty-nine years of
hard work and the enthusiastic support
of all of you within the membership to
Continued on Page 3

Misson Statement
The Arc of Oakland County advocates for the rights and full participation of all children
and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. We strive to improve systems of
supports and services; connect families; inspire our community, and influence public policy.
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ASK THE ADVOCATE!
[TRICIA LUKER, THE ARC OF OAKLAND COUNTY'S STAFF ADVOCATE, WILL BE WRITING ON TOPICS PERTAINING TO
SPECIAL EDUCATION. IF THERE IS A TOPIC YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE COVERED, PLEASE EMAIL TLUKER@THEARCOAKLAND.ORG.]
By Tricia Luker, Senior Staff Advocate
WHAT IS A NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION?
A. A neuropsychological evaluation is the study of the relationship between brain functioning and observable behavior. Neuropsychologists attempt
to systematically gather behavioral data using structured observations, historical information, and standardized cognitive and academic tests. A
pediatric neuropsychologist is trained to interpret this data relative to research findings about the early developmental changes in brain growth.
B. Most behaviors are the product of communication between several centers of the brain. If there is a problem with one communication pathway,
the behavior can be produced by developing a different pathway. When a child does not exhibit a behavior in the usual manner, then the possibility
exists that there is an alteration in a primary center of the brain or that there is an alteration in the inter-center communication pathways. Neuropsychologists attempt to understand how a child processes various types of information by gathering behavioral samples, which can be combined to
develop a profile of personal strengths and weaknesses. This profile can lead to hypotheses about how the brain is working. More importantly, this
information can be used to develop a plan for helping the child use their strengths to compensate for areas of identified weaknesses.
WHAT IS THE PROCESS METHOD OF NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION?
A. Using the process method, the examiner chooses a flexible battery of tests depending upon the specific needs of each child. For example, if the
development of language skills and attentional skills have been identified as primary areas of concern, then the battery would include more extensive testing in each of these areas. This battery yields results, which can be used to plan interventions for the child based upon identified strengths
and weaknesses.
B. In contrast to batteries which rely more heavily on factor scores and standardized results, the Process Method has at its core a comparison of
strengths and weaknesses within each child. There is less of an emphasis on comparing the child with a normative sample of other children. These
more global comparisons are included as only one preliminary step in the evaluation. For example, it is only marginally helpful to know that a child’s
performance in math is a year behind his/her peers. What is more helpful is to know the information-processing weaknesses which have resulted
in this lag and then to identify strengths which can be used to present mathematical concepts in a way that the child can more fully understand.
WHEN SHOULD A CHILD BE REFERRED FOR A NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION?
A. When complex learning challenges and behavioral management issues have been identified.
B. When there is a known or suspected history of organic problems such as seizures, birth trauma, brain injury, genetic disorders which affect learning, and environmental contaminants.
C. With children who exhibit a pattern of failure to progress in their development or who appear to lose skills, which were once within their repertoire.
D. With children who exhibit a pattern of significant and unexplained scatter in their development across time and between skills at any one point
in time.
HOW CAN A NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION HELP US TO BETTER UNDERSTAND CHILDREN WITH ATTENTION-RELATED DIFFICULTIES?
A. Children who present with attention-related difficulties frequently have co-occurring challenges in the areas of learning, socialization, emotional
development and behavior management. As a result, their development over time shows more peaks and valleys rather than the typical steady
growth curve. Many of their daily challenges are thought to be related to their neuropsychological functioning. Knowing that a child has problems
focusing and sustaining attention does not necessarily lead to a specific plan for supporting his/her educational and social-emotional development.
More detailed information may be needed about his/her ability to process language, memorize and recall facts, coordinate visual input with motor
output, process non-verbal cues, including those cues relevant to comprehending social interactions, etc. Every child with attention-related challenges is unique. They each have strengths, which must also be identified to assist them in systemically tackling their special learning needs.
LIMITATIONS OF THE NEUROPSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION:
A. The neuropsychological evaluation should never be used as the only source of information in understanding a child. Behavioral observations,
historical information, educational data, medical evaluations and evaluations by other health care professionals - - e.g., occupational and physical
therapists - - should always be considered and included where appropriate. Good teamwork is a must.

2

TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE 2020
by Thomas F. Kendziorski, Esq.

Greetings! Most of you know of me in my role at The Arc. However, I also participate in the annual Tootsie Roll Drive for children and
adults with intellectual impairments sponsored by local councils of the Knights of Columbus. I serve as the Grand Knight (president/
chairman) of council #5436 located in Waterford, but I still have a close relationship with my former council (#2569) in Royal Oak. Each
has a need for volunteers from the membership of The Arc.
WE NEED YOUR HELP! This traditional community service project has financially supported our local chapter of The Arc for several
years. Unfortunately, the membership of both councils has significantly dwindled over time, along with the number of workers who
are able to work the streets and the designated storefronts during this annual 3-day event. I REQUEST THE HELP OF The Arc of Oakland
County MEMBERSHIP TO ASSIST WITH SOLICITING DONATIONS FEATURING THE ALL-AMERICAN TOOTSIE ROLL!
We need as many of our members of The Arc as possible to volunteer for at least two-to-four hours of time on the weekend of FridaySaturday-Sunday, April 3rd, 4th, and 5th, 2020.
Please contact me and let me know if you would like to sign up and work a storefront station in the downtown Royal Oak area, or in
the Clarkston-northern Waterford area.
So, to sign up to work this year’s Tootsie Roll Drive and help out The Arc, simply fill out the sign-up sheet below and return it to me at
The Arc office by April 2, 2020. You may also e-mail me at The Arc office: tfk@thearcoakland.org, or by telephone: 248-816-1900 to
sign up for a particular time and place. The “early birds” get the best spots and times!

Name: ______________________________________ Phone #: _______________________________
Location Preference (please check one):

□ Royal Oak

□ Waterford/Clarkston

Time/Date Preference: ________________________________________________________________
Please mail to: The Arc of Oakland County, 1641 W. Big Beaver, Troy, MI 48084 or Fax: 248-816-1906

Support Gorman's Home Furnishings &
The Arc of Oakland County
GOOD NEWS! Gorman’s Home Furnishings and Interior Design will once again raise money for The Arc of
Oakland County through its Recliners event.
You can give a lifeline of hope and give the gift of comfort this season. Donate $50 to The Arc of Oakland
County benefitting children & adults with intellectual, physical and related disabilities and get $200 OFF
any leather recliner from Gorman's 10 best brands including world famous Stressless.
The event will run from November 22, 2019 through January 20, 2020.
Gorman’s Home Furnishings & Interior Design has supported nonprofit organizations and the community for over 25 years. For more information, please visit The Arc of Oakland County's website at www.
thearcoakland.org or Gorman’s website at www.gormans.com.
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ACTION ALERT
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2020, SSI RATES ARE ESTABLISHED AS FOLLOWS:
LIVING SITUATIONS		

FEDERAL

STATE		

TOTAL

Household of Another 		
			
Sharing/Independent		

$522.00		

$ 9.33*		

$531.33

$783.00		

$14.00*		

$797.00

Personal Care/AFC 		

$783.00		

$157.50		

$940.50

COUPLE-House of Another

$783.34 		

$13.96*		

$797.30

COUPLE-Independent		

$1,175.00

$21.00*		

$1,196.00

*The payment of the state supplement to SSI is sent on a quarterly basis, by either a paper check or via direct deposit, from the
Michigan government to recipients at the "Household of Another" and the "Sharing/Independent" rates. Benefit payment checks
(or direct deposits) are forwarded during the months of: March, June, September and December. For persons receiving only an
SSI supplement amount due to the presence of Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) benefits and/or earned income, the state
supplement will not be paid. Affected individuals must apply separately for Medicaid at a local Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services (“DHHS”) office.
1. The "personal needs income” or “incidental needs allowance" for 2020 remains at $44.00 per month for Adult Foster Care recipients (Personal Care). The monthly AFC payment for 2020 is $896.50. The SSI personal allowance for residents of a nursing home is
$30 federal and $7 state for total of $37.00.
2. NOTE: The cost-of-living (“C.O.L.A.”) increase for either SSI or SSDI benefits is 1.6% for 2020.
3. An additional State Medicaid Personal Care Supplement check is paid directly to providers of Adult Foster Care. The amount
remains for 2020 at $250.92 (effective: 10/1/18) per month per resident.
4. For concurrent recipients of SSI and SSDI (old age, survivors, widows, disability, and disabled adult child) benefits, the total of
the two checks is $20.00 more than SSI alone for the specific living situation.
5. The standard Medicare “Part B” monthly premium (i.e., single persons with annual incomes below $87,000, and married filing
jointly below $174,000) for 2020 is $144.60. Some longer-term enrollees may pay less each month due to special “hold harmless”
premium calculations. If the state of Michigan pays the Part B premium due to your eligibility for Medicaid, the state will have to
pay the $144.60. Persons with higher annual incomes must pay a significantly higher monthly Part B premium.
6. The SSDI Substantial Gainful Activity (SGA) work earnings ceiling for 2020 is increased to $1,260.00 ($2,110.00 if recipient is blind).
The Trial Work Period threshold for 2020 is now at $910.00.
7. The 2020 SSI asset limits remain at $2,000.00 for an individual and $3,000.00 for a couple. The monthly SSI Student Exclusion for
2020 is $1,900 (annual limit is $7,670).

ANNUAL RUN CHALLENGE DONATIONS CONT.
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Last Name		

First Name 		

Amount

Carpenter
Fallat
Haack
Locke
Marshall
McKenna
Trotter
Williamson
Woodward

Mary
Martin
Marlene
Mary Jo
Harold
Patricia
Charles
Jeanine
Corrine

$100.00
$50.00
$25.00
$25.00
$100.00
$25.00
$50.00
$50.00
$25.00

Continued "From the Director's Chair" on Page 1

make this happen. Such a “huge” number is more than some sort of feel-good psychological marker; it clearly demonstrates with convincing evidence that this is an organization made up of inspired people who believe in supporting
a tangible cause by annually sending in their hard-earned cash as dues. It also means that new families come to
The Arc each day seeking guidance and expertise on the issues affecting their son or daughter with special needs.
A large membership allows us to have a persuasive voice within Oakland County and Lansing government circles.
Also, at our own state and national conventions, we are recognized and carry considerable influence. Among our
mental health agency peer groups, we are known as a premier advocacy and informational resource for professionals and others to gain knowledge about the issues affecting children and adults with intellectual and related
developmental disabilities.
There is not much more to be said. Out of more than 600 chapters of The Arc nationwide, we are one of the largest
in terms of membership. We will continue to serve and grow. Our future is bright. Thank you very much!
I wish everyone a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year! ............TFK

2020 TAX GUIDE
FREE
PREPARED FOR PERSONS SUPPORTING CHILDREN AND/OR ADULTS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES.
This authoritative income tax guide will prove to be invaluable for tax preparers, parents, and others concerned with
tax deductions stemming from the care and support of a minor child, an adult, or other persons with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. Issued annually for more than three decades, the 2020 INCOME TAX GUIDE was prepared
by Thomas F. Kendziorski, Attorney at Law, and Executive Director of The Arc of Oakland County. The 2020 INCOME
TAX GUIDE was written for The Arc Michigan and is copyrighted. The guide will be available online in mid-January.
Visit our website at www.thearcoakland.org and simply click on “Resources" and "Income Tax Guide" along the top of
the screen. You may also view this tax guide on The Arc Michigan’s website at www.arcmi.org. Please call The Arc of
Oakland County with any questions at 248-816-1900.

Shop on AmazonSmile & Help Support
The Arc of Oakland County
The Arc of Oakland County is registered with AmazonSmile!
When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to select a charitable organization from almost one million eligible organizations. For eligible
purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price to the customer’s selected charitable organization.
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How You Can Support
The 2020 Dove Awards

50 tH annual
DOVE AWARDS

PRESENTATION AND silent auction

Friday, March 20, 2020
at the San Marino Club, Troy, MI
I realize how important services and programs for persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities are and I would like to help The
Arc of Oakland County by:
□ Being a Sponsor
□ Donating an item to the Silent Auction

Become a Sponsor
Sponsorship opportunities are available and
include recognition in all event and media releases, in the program, in our agency newsletter, PROFILES, from the podium that evening,
and in our Annual Report.
A donation of $1,000, $750 or $500 to sponsor
the Annual Dove Awards Program will help The
Arc of Oakland County maintain programs and
services at their present level.

Please accept my Sponsorship donation of:
$1,000__________ $750_________ $500_________ Other_________
Please recognize my name/company as follows:
Name___________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________
City______________________State_________________Zip______________
Telephone: Day ______________________Night______________________
Email Address____________________________________________________
Please accept my Silent Auction donation of:
___________________________________________________________
□ I will bring the item to The Arc of Oakland County office on/before
Friday, March 6, 2020
□ I would like someone to pick up my item
Please recognize my name/company as follows:
Name___________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________
City______________________State_________________Zip______________
Telephone: Day ______________________Night______________________
Email Address____________________________________________________

Send donation and form to:
The Arc of Oakland County
1641 West Big Beaver Road
Troy, MI 48084-3501
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Donate an Item to the
Silent Auction
Donating a new item to the Silent Auction is another way to help and includes recognition in
all event and media releases, in the program,
in our agency newsletter, PROFILES, from the
podium that evening, and in our Annual Report.
We are holding a Silent Auction of highly visible
items that evening in conjunction with the program. Smaller items will be combined to make
larger, packaged items that would be of interest
to bidders.
Some suggestions are: gift certificates to restaurants, stores, salons and hotels; sports tickets and jerseys; theatre and opera tickets; days/
weeks in your vacation condo/home; spa and
fitness club packages; golf related items and
rounds of golf; and electronics.

We’re Having A Silent Auction … And We Need Your Help!
On Friday, March 20, 2020, The Arc of Oakland County will hold its 50th Annual Dove Awards Program. As in the past
several years, we will hold a Silent Auction as well that will run from the cocktail hour, through dinner, and conclude
soon after the Awards Presentation. Last year, over $10,000 was raised at the Silent Auction with several items available for bid.
We would like our members and friends to consider making a donation to the Silent Auction. We are looking for new
items, both large and small. We will combine the smaller donated items to create packages of items to bid on.
Some suggestions are: gift certificates to restaurants, stores, salons and hotels; sports tickets and jerseys; theatre and
opera tickets; days/weeks in your vacation condo/home; spa and fitness club packages; golf related items and rounds
of golf; and electronics. Of course there is more out there and we welcome any contribution you can make!
Additional suggestions would be baskets of items centered on a theme such as, an “Italian Basket” with olive oil, pasta
sauces, etc.; a “Coffee Lover Basket” with various flavors of coffee, coffee mugs, cookies, etc.; and a “Zoo Basket”
with fun items from the Detroit Zoological Store with day passes.
To donate or to volunteer to help with the Silent Auction, please call The Arc office at 248-816-1900.

$50 FOR THE ARC'S
50TH ANNUAL DOVE AWARDS PROGRAM
50 YEARS! We are asking all of our members to please consider sponsoring our
50th Annual Dove Awards Program this year by donating AT LEAST $50! Of
course more is always welcome and greatly appreciated.
Please use the envelope attached to this newsletter to send in your donation.
You can also donate securely online through PayPal at https://thearcoakland.
org/events-fundraising/dove-awards/.
The Dove Awards Program is vital to our organization. It brings minds and
hearts together and reminds us of why we do what we do. Please help support
The Arc of Oakland County and this meaningful event. We appreciate your
generosity and support.

THANK YOU!
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