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Calendar

DecemberDecember
1 – The Arc of Oakland County Board of 

Director's Meeting, 7 p.m.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

NovemberNovember
26 – Happy Thanksgiving!

JanuaryJanuary
26 – The Arc of Oakland County Board of 

Director's Meeting, 7 p.m.

IN MEMORIAM
Michael L. B. Celmer  
Allison K. Thomson
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Misson Statement 

The Arc of Oakland County advocates for the rights and full participation of all children 
and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  We strive to improve systems of 
supports and services; connect families; inspire our community, and influence public policy.

" Fro m  Th e
D i re c to r ' s  C h a i r "

By: Tom Kendziorski

One of the joys of occupying this profes-
sional leadership role at The Arc is knowing 
that our benefactors are always there for 
us.  Although we attempt to keep our fun-
draising to a minimum, we must conduct 
numerous charitable fundraisers to sup-
port our mission.  Over the years I am al-
ways humbled by the generosity of those 
who financially support our cause.  And, 
you all have done so through good times 
and bad.  Thank you very much!

I really did think of you during those long, 
grueling 26.2 mile marathons in Chicago 
and later on participating in the local 13.1 
mile Brooksie Way events.  There actual-
ly is a lot of time to think as I placed one 
foot in front of the other.  Given the suc-
cesses of our annual Holiday Appeal, the 
Gorman’s Recliner Sale, the Dove Awards 
and Silent Auction, and the Brooksie Way 
itself, you clearly demonstrate an active 
belief in the mission of this organization.  I 
remain eternally grateful.

Giving is not easy, I get it.  We also ask for 
your membership dues to produce our 
newsletter, PROFILES.  Mailing and printing 
costs go up all the time and I know that 
I could switch it to an on-line periodical, 
but in my mind, nothing beats the tradi-
tional printed version that arrives in the 
U.S. Mail every two months.  It also allows 
me another method for reaching out, not 

Continued on Page 3

  

Here is a sneak peak at our holiday appeal card that will be mailed out in November.

We respectfully request your consideration of The Arc of Oakland County as you plan 
your end-of-the-year tax-deductible donations.  Your support of The Arc of Oakland 
County will allow us to extend our outreach of advocacy into the community, to help 
families, and to educate the general public.  Your entire gift will be earmarked towards 
the maintenance of The Arc of Oakland County and its unequalled leadership in advo-
cacy, which benefits so many.  

Also, please ask your employer’s human resources or payroll department if they offer a 
charitable matching gift program. These matches are often dollar for dollar, which dou-
bles your charitable-donation power!

Many thanks for responding to this need as generously as you are able.  Large gifts are 
wonderful and appreciated; but every gift — regardless of amount — will help!

Wishing you all a healthy and happy holiday season!

Annual Holiday AppealAnnual Holiday Appeal

Wishing You Good Health, Joy Wishing You Good Health, Joy 
and Peace this Holiday Seasonand Peace this Holiday Season
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THE RED FOOTPRINTS
By Tricia Luker, Senior Staff Advocate

The footprints are still there. Of course, I expect they always will be because the cement was wet when I made them. I see them every day 
as I walk to the car and they remind me of her. 

The fresh concrete sidewalk was poured that afternoon and we couldn’t park in the driveway. I had parked the car on a side street. Jessica 
was tired and with her difficulty in walking distances I decided I would bring the car to her. 

Frankly, I also was worried that she might walk across the wet concrete. I told her I was going to get the car and admonished her to “stay 
put, don’t move, I’ll be right back.” My eyes always on her, I kept urging her to wait as I began my walk – right across the wet cement – to 
the car. I still remember the feeling I had when that first step squished and I suddenly realized I could only go forward, not backward. Four 
footprints later I reached the grass, and I am sure the reddest part of my blood hit my face. I looked back at Jessica. The path I had taken 
clearly stunned her, but her expression easily and immediately turned into laughter. Within moments I was laughing too.

I made those footprints 21 years ago and they persevere to this day, despite the embarrassment I felt at having made them, and my wish 
that they would fade away. 

In a moment of inspiration my husband and I decided to paint the footprints to commemorate Jessica’s path and the paths we made while 
following her through her life. Where the footprints began as a source of embarrassment for me, and genuine hilarity for Jessica, they now 
remind us of the many important lessons she taught us. 

As any parent knows, life does little, and does everything to prepare us to be parents. Jessica, our first child, had significant disabilities. 
Now understand, I like to think of myself as a reasonable, rational, deliberate person. I like to know what choices are available when I make 
a decision, and I take comfort in being able to chart my course using existing streets and avenues to reach my objective. Jessica, and her 
needs, taught me to throw all that out the window. 

There is something about the luxury of being able to plan, but responding to the needs of a child with severe medical challenges often 
makes planning impossible. When Jessica had a problem or a need my first and strongest instinct was to meet that need. I didn’t deliberate, 
I didn’t plan, I didn’t look for existing paths. I looked at what she needed and made a beeline for the goal without regard to existing paths. 

For me, the now red footprints remind me of the force of Jessica’s personality, and of my willingness to follow her through uncharted ter-
ritory to help her achieve her goals. Jessica knew nothing of paths or planning. She did, however, know what she wanted for herself and 
for her life, and knew no reason why she could not achieve it. When I focused on her and her needs, I, too, saw no paths. She, and her pio-
neering spirit, led me to go places I never had been and to ask for – no, demand – things that had not previously been requested. Together, 
Jessica and I blazed new paths, sometimes through wet cement, to arrive at a place where she could find her success. 

I used to think that it was parents who led children through the uncertainties of life and prepared them to be responsible adults. The red 
footprints remind me that our children often lead the way for us, too. I could not have been the mother I became for Jessica if she hadn’t 
taught me how to focus on needs and goals rather than on paths. Those red footprints remind me every day that the journey through life is 
unpredictable at best and laden with patches of wet cement along the way. Sometimes, while being singularly focused on your child, you’re 
going to walk across that wet cement. It will squish under your feet and you will discover, as I did, that the only way to get out of it is to go 
forward. When you are finally through it, and you turn around and look in the face of the person you were “following,” expect to see an 
expression of stunned disbelief, followed by uproarious laughter. Laugh with her, for once again, she has made you blaze a new trail, and be 
glad that you can still see the footprints.
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ASK THE ADVOCATE!
[TRICIA LUKER, THE ARC OF OAKLAND COUNTY'S STAFF ADVOCATE, WILL BE WRITING ON TOPICS PERTAINING TO 

SPECIAL EDUCATION. IF THERE IS A TOPIC YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE COVERED, PLEASE EMAIL TLUKER@THEARCOAKLAND.ORG.]
By Tricia Luker, Staff Advocate

Q:  With how difficult and cumbersome applying for all the adult support systems from the government is, Q:  With how difficult and cumbersome applying for all the adult support systems from the government is, 
how can parents begin this process earlier than when their child turns 18?  Who do they work with to make how can parents begin this process earlier than when their child turns 18?  Who do they work with to make 
sure all the right steps are followed?sure all the right steps are followed?

A:  This question highlights a huge concern for parents; preparing for a child’s transition into adulthood.  
How do we as parents put all the pieces together to ensure that our children’s needs, educational, medi-
cal, vocational, housing and community are met?  We suggest there are several avenues parents can use 
to address this need.  Those areas are special education transitions planning; Oakland Community Health 
Network and governmental help programs; networking; and consumer representative groups.  

IEP transition planning:  Special education law requires a student’s IEP Team to begin transition planning 
when the student reaches the age of 16.  The law also allows a parent to request transition services begin-
ning when the child is 14.  Transition planning is designed to visualize the steps the student needs to take 
to prepare a complete and fulfilling life in the community as an adult.  Everything is on the table.  How 
does the student prepare to vote, find and apply for a job, make sure her/his medical needs are met, find 
housing, etc.?  If obstacles or barriers appear that the student will not be able to overcome alone, then it 
becomes a transition priority for the student in her/his IEP.  

A parent should start as early as possible – and we know most parents already have – to visualize their child 
as an adult and to anticipate the barriers the child may need to surmount to be ready for adulthood at 
age 18.  It is reasonable and necessary for parents to consider the following issues as transition goals.  
 
Oakland Community Health Network and governmental agencies:  The federal and state governments 
offer significant assistance to families who have extraordinary needs associated with disabilities.  Services 
offered may include access to medical care, subsidies, access to medical equipment and home modifi-
cation, assistance on activities of daily living, etc.  The programs have their own criteria for eligibility and list 
of services or subsidies available.

Parents should educate themselves about these various programs well before their child reaches 14.  Help-
ing the child become eligible for government services at age 18 also may be an IEP transition goal.  The 
internet is an excellent source for information and links to the programs for which your child might qualify.

Networking:  We all have used family, friends, organizations and other resources to find jobs, equipment, 
referrals or recommendations and other needs common to community living.  We heartily endorse using 
those same networking resources to secure learning opportunities for their children.  Help your child volun-
teer at church.  Participate in community groups and programs focused on finding a job, interning, volun-
teering, etc.  Other networking opportunities may exist with businesses whose focus is on providing services 
to people with disabilities, like Wright & Filippis, care organizations, law firms, disability-focused publications, 
etc.

The Arc of Oakland County is here to help parents brainstorm and think outside of the box when planning 
for a child’s transition to adulthood.  You may call us at 248-816-1900.  We are here to support you.    
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2020 VIRTUAL BROOKSIE WAY HALF MARATHON
PHOTO ALBUM

With the holiday gift-giving season upon us— we would like to make you aware that The Arc of Oakland County is a participating charity 
with AmazonSmile!

Do you already have an Amazon or Amazon Prime account? Do you not yet have an Amazon account, but would like to sign up for the first 
time? Here is what you can do to keep everything the same with your account, but still help support The Arc of Oakland County! Amazon-
Smile is the same Amazon you know— same products, same prices, and same service.

Follow these SIMPLE steps!

1.  Go to https://smile.amazon.com
2.  Log In with your normal Amazon or Amazon Prime username and password (or create new username & password for first-time users)
3.  Select The Arc of Oakland County, Inc. as your preferred charity

DONE! Now every time you want to log in to your account you will go to https://smile.amazon.com and select your items to purchase! 
Everything will remain the same with your existing account.

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to The Arc of Oakland County. As of October 2020, The Arc 
of Oakland County has received $1,385.17. With your help— we can increase that!

Support The Arc Using AmazonSmile
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Continued "From the Director's Chair" on Page 1

Support Gorman's Home Furnishings & 
The Arc of Oakland County

GOOD NEWS! Gorman’s Home Furnishings and Interior Design will once again raise money for The Arc of Oakland 
County through its Recliners event.

You can give a lifeline of hope and give the gift of comfort this season.  Donate $50 to The Arc of Oakland County 
benefitting children & adults with intellectual, physical and related disabilities and get $200 OFF any leather recliner 
from Gorman's 10 best brands including world famous Stressless. 

The event will run from Thanksgiving weekend through January 18, 2021.

Gorman’s Home Furnishings & Interior Design has supported nonprofit organizations and the community for over 25 
years. For more information, please visit The Arc’s website at www.thearcoakland.org or Gorman’s website at www.
gormans.com.

to mention having a tangible handout at my many seminar sessions describing what The Arc is all about.

Your board of directors, me and other senior management staff at this office are keenly aware of the need for accurate 
and thoughtful stewardship of our financial resources.  This sense of fiscal responsibility permeates our collective thinking 
about how we spend and invest the funds that are received from you and our contract agencies.  We take great pride in 
having our annual independent financial audits come back with high praise for how we handle our dollars.

The year 2021 will offer up new challenges for us.  The Dove Awards is set for Friday, March 19th at the San Marino Club in 
Troy and I pray that we can personally celebrate those receiving recognition over dinner with friends.  We are, however, 
working on alternatives to this event if circumstances do not allow us to act in a usual manner.

I wish for everyone the happiest of Holidays.  Wear your mask, wash your hands often, and stay six feet away from each 
other.  Have a safe and healthy Holiday season!  All my best …….. TFK

MDHHS Announces $50,000 Grant For Direct Care Worker Infection Control Training
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) recently announced a partnership with IMPART Alliance at Michigan State University’s 
College of Osteopathic Medicine to develop infection control training for direct care workers. MDHHS has provided IMPART Alliance $50,000 in COVID 
Relief Funding to develop the training and make it widely available for direct care workers (DCW) providing home and community-based services.  

IMPART Alliance will develop a comprehensive Infection Control curriculum for training all direct care workers and family caregivers. MDHHS, IMPART 
Alliance and others will widely distribute the training to increase access and skills for the caregivers. The training will be free of charge and available in 
December 2020.

IMPART Alliance is a coalition of researchers, direct care workers, providers, clients, advocates and agencies. The organization works to develop a compe-
tent home care workforce and improve the lives of direct care workers and the clients they serve. IMPART Alliance strives to address multiple components 
of workforce development including building on the evidence-based training program Building Training…Building QualityTM, establishing a DCW profes-
sional association and founding a highly diverse statewide coalition charged with determining feasible win-win strategies for ensuring a high-quality DCW 
workforce.

For more information on IMPART Alliance, visit at Impartalliance.org.
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Another 13.1 miles down! Kevin Knoblock completed the Virtual Brooksie Way Half Marathon on Sunday, September 27, 2020. 

The race was a great success as Kevin completed the Virtual Brooksie Way Half Marathon with an impressive time of 1 Hour, 55 Minutes. 
Congratulations, Kevin!

We issued our Annual Run Challenge first in July to members and friends of The Arc of Oakland County with the 2020 goal being $15,000. 
To date, the total amount pledged and raised is $14,940.70! We are so close to meeting our goal! You are still able to send in 

a donation to the office or donate directly online through our website at https://www.thearcoakland.org.

The Arc of Oakland County would like to reach out and thank all of those who have contributed and supported Kevin in his endeavors and in the Annual Run 
Challenge.  Below please find a list of donors as of 10/20/20.  Your support is greatly appreciated and we couldn’t have done it without you! 

ANNUAL RUN CHALLENGE ! ANNUAL RUN CHALLENGE ! 

Thank You!
Last Name First Name  Amount
Adah  Alex  $100.00
Ahearn  Gwen  $25.00
Aldorfer  David  $250.00
Alexander Larry D.  $100.00
Arafat  Johnny  $25.00
Arens  Linda  $25.00
Baker  Denise  $26.00
Bargiel  John  $50.00
Barnhart  David  $50.00
Bateman  Bianca  $25.00
Benvenuto Mary E.  $100.00
Berlin  Shirley  $20.00
Berman  Jacob  $50.00
Bernacki  James  $200.00
Bliskey  Cynthia  $10.00
Blum  Louise  $50.00
Blumenschein Phyllis  $100.00
Bongolan  Josie F.  $100.00
Boogren  Renee  $50.00
Bortman  Caroline  $50.00
Bosetti, Sr. Eugene R. $50.00
Brown  Eleanor C. $300.00
Brown  Gloria Edna $50.00
Brown  Annick  $45.00
Brown  Ross & Bryan $100.00
Brubaker  Edward  $10.00
Bruske  Melanie M. $10.00
Buckley  David  $50.00
Buckstaff  Marilyn  $10.00
Buczynski  Barbara  $50.00
Burke  Rosemary J. $25.00
Burnett  Nina  $100.00
Burnstein  Myra  $50.00
Buzzelli  Robert  $100.00
Cambridge Jr. Alfred E.  $200.00
Cardine  Linda  $100.00
Carpenter Mary  $100.00
Carson  James R.  $25.00
Chaiken  Margaret  $100.00
Cheli  Ronald  $150.00

Last Name First Name  Amount 
Church  Edward P.  $26.00
Cihelka  Milos  $40.00
Counihan  Terence J.  $1,000.00
Courtright Donald  $50.00
Cressman  Karl & Sharon $200.00
Cronin  Larry  $25.00
Cronin  Larry  $25.00
Cueter  Joseph  $50.00
Daiza  Ronald  $200.00
Davis  Alex  $25.00
Dean  Colleen  $50.00
Dege  Michael  $60.00
Dettore  Michael L. $50.00
DiGiovanni Cheri Howe $100.00
DiPilato  Derek  $25.00
Duncan  Alan  $50.00
Dupire  Michelle  $25.00
Emerson  Mary  $30.00
Fargo  Kathleen  $150.00
Fill  Jill  $50.00
Flanders  Sam & Suzanne $100.00
Folbigg  Carol  $25.00
Fong  Jerry  $100.00
Galazin  Catherine  $50.00
Gannan  Laura  $100.00
Gergel  Linda  $50.00
Gilbert  Chris  $95.00
Gorecki  Lydia  $100.00
Gregorich, Sr. Donald J.  $10.00
Griffin  Margaret  $100.00
Grigg  Mike  $50.00
Grzywack  Gary  $10.00
Halsey  James  $50.00
Haverland Henry &Lillian $50.00
Hay  Edward C. $200.00
Hejhal  Margaret  $10.00
Hellekjaer Peter  $50.00
Higgs  Mabel  $300.00
Higgs  Mabel  $100.00
Hill-Pack  Beatrice  $50.00
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Last Name First Name  Amount 
Hirschman Jayme  $50.00
Holm  Roger  $100.00
Hughes  David  $20.00
Hunt  Van J.  $100.00
Inman  Catherine E. $25.00
Jager  Jerome  $50.00
Jones, Jr.  Royden E. $50.00
Kalcec  Elizabeth Friday $100.00
Karjala  David J.  $13.50
Karp  Gary J.  $100.00
Katz  Jon  $25.00
Keesling  Kathleen  $250.00
Kelly  Susan P.  $30.00
Kelly  Emma J.  $30.00
Kemp  Patrick  $25.00
Kendziorski John D.  $100.00
Kendziorski Michael M. $25.00
Kendziorski Thomas F. $100.00
Kinnan  Linda  $100.00
Klingler  Martha  $20.00
Klingler  Martha  $10.00
Knepp  Francis E.  $50.00
Knoblock  Dennis & Shirley $100.00
Knox  Linda  $25.00
Kopelman Jeffrey  $100.00
Kowalski  Joseph  $50.00
Kucharski  Colleen  $40.00
LaFontaine Connie  $25.00
Lampertius James  $50.00
Lang  Donna  $28.00
Lawson  Elizabeth  $50.00
Lawson  Ardis  $25.00
Leventhal  Miriam L.  $15.00
Lewis  Jan  $25.00
Lias  Tom & Christine $100.00
Locke  Mary Jo  $25.00
Lonero  Toni  $25.00
Losonci  George B.  $25.00
Lusn  Susan  $50.00
MacCormack James P.  $25.00
Mamassian Harry E.  $50.00
Manning  Timothy  $100.00
Mazurek  Heinz  $40.00
McHard  Jerilee  $50.00
McKevitz  Joseph  $100.00
Mellott  Karen  $150.00
Mich  Lorraine  $25.00
Miller  Melvin  $25.00
Milostan  Nadine  $100.00
Minakawa Ryoichi  $50.00
Mowbray  Virginia  $30.00
Mueller  Isidor  $50.00
Murdy  Robert  $250.00
Murdy  Robert  $200.00
Murphy  Sheila  $20.00
Murray  John  $50.00
Murrell  Judy  $10.00
Natale  Patricia  $25.00
Nieri  Danny  $20.00
Olszewski  Gerald  $50.00
Omahen  Ewa  $100.00
Osterhart  Carol  $100.00

Last Name First Name  Amount 
Pacheco  Jorge A.  $55.00
Pagel, Jr.  Edwin A.  $50.00
Penn  Deborah  $50.00
Phelps  Douglas S. $100.00
Pivetz  Rick  $50.00
Price  Karen  $20.00
Provo  Allan  $20.00
Qatsha  Joseph  $100.00
Rabinowitz Harvey  $100.00
Rangi  Rosemary $25.00
Ratliff  Teresa  $50.00
Ravitz  Lee  $50.00
Rayson  Katheryn  $50.00
Rebh  Stephen A. $10.00
Rexin  Dennis A.  $100.00
Rice  Michael  $50.00
Richards  Gregory  $30.00
Richart  Gerald  $20.00
Robertson John  $26.00
Rodriguez Hector  $25.00
Rogers  Sharon  $25.00
Rozell  James  $75.00
Rubin  Jerry I.  $250.00
Ruhfass  Alexa  $20.00
Schabinger Lynn A.  $25.00
Schovan  Gregory  $80.00
Schwab  Michael  $50.00
Seibert  Roland J.  $25.00
Sellers  Dean  $200.00
Shah  Rajendra M. $25.00
Shamoun  David & Joan $100.00
Sherlitz   Janet  $500.00
Slavin  Brent  $50.00
Sliney  Thomas  $50.00
Smith  Steven  $100.00
Somerville Derek  $50.00
Stack-Miller Janet  $50.00
Stern  Robert  $300.00
Stevenson Janice  $50.00
Stoddard  Betty  $20.00
Summers  Robert  $150.00
Swanson  Helena  $10.00
Swidler  Cynthia  $200.00
Taylor  Barbara  $50.00
Thomas, Jr. Paul  $50.00
Torrone  John  $50.00
Trimble  Rosita  $10.00
Trotter  Charles  $25.00
Turner  Deborah  $40.00
Tyler  Delano  $50.00
Vlachos  Theodoros $50.00
Wallace  Steve  $35.00
Weaver  David  $50.00
Wilson  Donald J.  $250.00
Wolfe  Diane  $50.00
Woodward Corrine  $25.00
Wysocki  Kenneth  $50.00
Yolkiewicz Linda  $26.20
Yucha  Linda  $50.00
Zdanowski Michele  $30.00
Zigo  Nancy  $50.00

GRAND TOTAL  $14,940.70


