Wishing You A Happy &
Healthy Holiday Season

Dear Members and Friends of The Arc of Oakland County,
It has been a pleasure working with and serving you as the new Executive Director over the past
several months. It’s clear The Arc of Oakland County is a talented organization with passionate
advocates. I want to share a few recent ADVOCACY IN ACTION stories that highlight how we
have been working hard to improve the lives of our members and their families.
A longtime member and Forever Plan participant sadly lost her home and almost all her belongings in a fire. We worked together with other local agencies to help her find temporary housing
until we found her a permanent residence. We were able to replace most of her belongings and
she couldn’t be happier in her new home!
We had the joy of assisting a teenage student transitioning from a facility into a high school
program. Working with the parents, school district, and local providers, we ensured that he had
support systems in place to help him adjust to the change. He now has a great circle of friends
that support and celebrate each other!
The Arc of Oakland County is willing and able to go above and beyond to provide support when
needed. Over this past year we have also assisted an individual who uses a wheelchair gain access to public buildings and restaurants; helped a family receive permission to build a fence to
protect their children with special needs from eloping; and advocated on behalf of a student to
receive door-to-door transportation to and from school.
Advocacy is our top priority! Whether the issue is improved access to community services, special education support, supported decision-making or responding to emergencies, The Arc of
Oakland County has used your resources – your donations – to help our community. We continue to need your help, now more than ever!

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a negative impact on all families, especially those with disabilities who depend heavily on government and community support. The number of calls for help
we receive has dramatically increased since entering an era of recovery.
I ask that as you enter the holiday season and reflect upon your family’s challenges and successes, you consider the victories you have been a part of through your generosity in previous years.
I respectfully request your consideration of The Arc of Oakland County as you plan
your end-of-the-year tax-deductible donations.
REMEMBER! Your gift to The Arc of Oakland County may be eligible for an employer match
from your company. These matches are often dollar for dollar, which doubles your charitabledonation power.
The Arc of Oakland County staff and I wish you a joyous holiday and a prosperous 2022. We
have great plans for the coming year and need your help to implement them. Working together
we will achieve more successes for our members and their families and improve the quality of
life for all Oakland County residents.
Sincerely,

Dawn H. Calnen, J.D.
Executive Director
The Arc of Oakland County

www.thearcoakland.org

