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Annual Holiday Appeal

Your support is imperative and appreciated!
Here is a sneak peak of our Holiday Appeal! We respectfully request your consideration
of The Arc of Oakland County as you plan your end-of-the-year tax-deductible donations.
Advocacy is our top priority! Whether the issue is improved access to community services,
special education support, supported decision-making or responding to emergencies, The
Arc of Oakland County has used your resources – your donations – to help our community. We continue to need your help, now more than ever!
Please remember to ask your employer’s human resources or payroll department if they
offer a charitable matching gift program. These matches are often dollar for dollar, which
doubles your charitable-donation power!
We have great plans for the coming year and need your help to implement them. Working
together we will achieve more successes for our members and their families and improve
the quality of life for all Oakland County residents. Thank you in advance for your generous
contributions.

Wishing You A Happy &
Healthy Holiday Season

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2021

" Fro m Th e
D i re c to r ' s C h a i r "
en

By: Dawn Caln

The leaves are falling, and the snow will
quickly follow. The holidays will soon be
upon us. They bring with them thoughts
of thankfulness, and a spirit of giving.
As you celebrate with your families, The
Arc of Oakland County will be celebrating all of YOU! We are so thankful for
the donations so many have given to
us this year. Your support has made a
huge impact on our ability to help people live their best lives!
I recently met with a family who have
been long time members of The Arc
of Oakland County. While they talked
about moments during the past couple
of years as they were navigating the
crises the pandemic brought to them,
they made a commitment to “get their
ducks in a row”. When I asked this family what MOST they wanted to accomplish, they said: “The Arc has always
been there when we have needed you
and we hope you will be there for our
daughter when we are no longer able
to be”.
We hear this often. Families hope their
loved one will be cared for when they
are no longer able to care for them.
Hope. A famous coach and great
Continued on Page 2
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supports and services; connect families; inspire our community, and influence public policy.
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leader, Vince Lombardi, often said, “Hope is not a strategy”. With careful planning, we helped this family turn their
hope into a plan. A Forever Plan.
The Forever Plan is a program within The Arc of Oakland County, for an additional cost, that offers formal and comprehensive lifetime advocacy and provides consistent follow-up on the individuals’ lifestyle while securing appropriate services for persons with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
The Forever Plan exists to offer and provide a sense of security to parents and families when they themselves become
disabled or are unable to handle their own affairs. When a parent of a participant has passed away, the Forever
Plan will collaborate with the remaining family members and others in a consultative capacity. Through the Forever
Plan, The Arc of Oakland County ensures consistent follow-up advocacy for the person with an intellectual and developmental disability.
Some examples of advocacy that we provide to individuals we serve through the Forever Plan are: serving as representative payee, trustee or guardian as necessary; regularly attending person centered planning meetings; visiting
the individual in their home; ensuring the individual retains their government benefits; assuring they receive the supports they need; assisting the individual in accessing quality medical and dental care; and regularly communicating
with family or extended family and friends.
I am inspired by the services I have seen The Arc of Oakland County provide through the Forever Plan. The Forever
Plan is a plan that lasts a lifetime, and it is our promise to the families of our participant that we will be there for their
loved one when they can't be. I believe the Forever Plan is our North Star. Our story to be told. This is our future.
The Forever Plan is our future because it stands for everything, we as an organization, stand for— being responsible
stewards for our members, advocating on their behalf, and being there for them in their time of need. The ability to
represent these principles is possible because of the generosity of the donors, members, and our community.
Thank you all for an incredible year so far and have a great start to your holiday season.
DHC

Support Gorman's Home Furnishings &
The Arc of Oakland County
IT'S BACK! Gorman’s Home Furnishings and Interior Design will once again raise money for The Arc of Oakland County
through its Recliners event.
You can give a lifeline of hope and give the gift of comfort this season. Donate $50 to The Arc of Oakland County benefitting children & adults with disabilities and get $200 OFF any leather recliner from Gorman's 10 best brands including the
world famous Stressless.
The event will run from November 19, 2021 through January 17, 2022.
Gorman’s Home Furnishings & Interior Design has supported nonprofit organizations and the community for over 25 years.
For more information, please visit The Arc of Oakland County's website at www.thearcoakland.org or Gorman’s website at
www.gormans.com.
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Shop and Support The Arc of Oakland County
With the holiday gift-giving season upon us— we want to make sure you are aware that The Arc of Oakland County is a participating charity
with AmazonSmile!
Do you already have an Amazon or Amazon Prime account? Do you not yet have an Amazon account, but would like to sign up for the first
time? Here is what you can do to keep everything the same with your account, but still help support The Arc of Oakland County! AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know— same products, same prices, and same service.
Follow these SIMPLE steps!
1. Go to https://smile.amazon.com
2. Log In with your normal Amazon or Amazon Prime username and password (or create new username & password for first-time users)
3. Select The Arc of Oakland County, Inc. as your preferred charity
DONE! Now every time you want to log in to your account you will go to https://smile.amazon.com and select your items to purchase!
Everything will remain the same with your existing account.
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to The Arc of Oakland County. We have received $1,823.40
as of 9/27/21. With your help— we can double that!

2021 BROOKSIE WAY HALF MARATHON

PHOTO ALBUM
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2021 ANNUAL RUN CHALLENGE !
Kevin Knoblock and Garrett Winfrey ran in the 14th Annual Brooksie Way Half Marathon on Sunday, September
26, 2021 in support of The Arc of Oakland County!
With their cheering squad behind them — the race was a great success! Congratulations to Kevin & Garrett!
Thank you for your dedication and drive.

We issued our Annual Run Challenge first in July to members and friends of The Arc of Oakland County with the 2021 goal being
$20,000 — an increase from previous years. To date, the total amount pledged and raised is $13,894.40! We are close to meeting our goal! You can still show your support! You can send in a donation to the office or donate online through our website at
www.thearcoakland.org.
The Arc of Oakland County would like to thank all of those who have contributed and supported our Annual Run Challenge
this year! Below please find a list of donors as of 10/19/21. Your support is greatly appreciated and we couldn’t have done it
without you!
The Brooksie Way Half Marathon is one of Oakland County’s premier quality of life events. County Executive L. Brooks Patterson
began the Brooksie Way races to promote Oakland County and encourage people to become more physically active.

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR GENEROUS DONORS!
Alex and Rose Marie Adah
Larry D. and Kitt Alexander
Mary Ethel Allen
Linda Arens
Dolores Baran-Christofis
John and Leslie Bargiel
Thomas and Vivian Bargone
David Barnhart
Shirley Berlin
Jacob Berman
Louise Blum
Renee Boogren
Caroline Bortman
Eugene R. and Sarah Bosetti, Sr.
Eleanor C. Brown
Annick Brown
Melanie M. Bruske
Barbara Buczynski
Rosemary J. Burke
Joseph and Myra Burnstein
Button Eddy Kolb & Sorrentino, P.L.L.C
Thomas and Kay Calnen
Dave and Dawn Calnen-Malecki
Alfred E. and Patricia Cambridge Jr.
Kyle and Penny Canada
James R. Carson
Marggie Chaiken
Ronald and Pam Cheli
Edward P. and Elaine Church
Milos and Claudette Cihelka
Harry & Melanie Cohn
Diana F. Collette
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William and Julie Conn
Karl and Sharon Cressman
Larry and Lynn Cronin
Margaret Crowley
Joseph and Kris Cueter
Ronald and Susan Daiza
Brad Dalton
Alex Davis
Patricia Dege
Michael L. Dettore
Cheri Howe DiGiovanni
Bill and Deborah Dion
Lorraine Dolan
Timothy A. and Monika Donohue
Alan and Patricia Duncan
Mary Emerson
Thomas E. and Patricia Endres
Norman and Jill Fill
Sam and Suzanne Flanders
Catherine Galazin
Craig Gale and Beth Lafata
Dina Ghassemi
Margaret Griffin
James and Charlotte Halsey
Donald O. and Sue Hardy
Beatrice Hill-Pack
Roger and Janet Holm
Clinton and Janice Howard
David and Beverly Hughes
Van J. Hunt and Mary M. Dilworth
Edward and Karen Hurvitz
Jerome Jager

Thomas D. and Susan Johnson
Royden E. and Valerie Jones, Jr.
Claire Kahn
Richard and Elizabeth Friday Kalcec
Gary J. and Beth Karp
Susan P. Kelly
Patrick and Lisa Kemp
John D. Kendziorski
Thomas F. and Mary Kendziorski
James and Joan Kern
Linda Kinnan
Daniel and Patricia Kleinedler
Joseph and Lisa Kowalski
Frank Kramarcxyk
Connie LaFontaine
Donna Lang
Roy and Jan Lewis
Thomas and Christine Lias
Robert and Adrianne Malecki
Harry E. and Linda Mamassian
Heinz and Ruth Mazurek
Lucy McIntyre
Karen Mellott
Randall and Sandy Meono
Lorraine Mich
Nadine Milostan
Mehul S. Mistry
Amy Moss
Isidor and Yolande Mueller
Craig and Carol Mungons
Joseph and Allison Murowany
Ida Sue Murphy
Sheila Murphy
Patricia Natale
David A. and Alicia Nelson
William and Katherine Neuser
Lori Nixon
Northwestern WB Ventures INC.
Erin O'Donovan
Edward and Ewa Omahen
O'Meara Family
Kevin and Sharon O'Reilly
Carol Osterhart
Robert and Jennifer Ottman
Jorge A. and Donna Pacheco
Cynthia K. Pagel
Steve and Deborah Penn
Pamela Petty
Douglas S. and Gale Phelps
Picel Family
Donald and Ellen Pickthorn
Tamra Pickthorn
Rick and Loralee Pivetz
John and Sharon Plonka
Karen Price
Allan and Sharon Provo
Cherelle Putz
Harvey and Carole Rabinowitz

Leslie Ragsdale
James and Carol Ralston
Teresa Ratliff
Stephen A. and Loretta Rebh
Dennis A. and Josephine Rexin
John and Sharon Robertson
Barbara Rogulski
Daniel and Leah Rosenbaum
James and Laura Rozell
Jerry I. and Judy Rubin
Gregory and Nancy Schovan
Dean Sellers
Patricia Shafer
Rajendra M. and Indira Shah
David and Joan Shamoun
Janet Sherlitz
Patricia Shink
Derek and Jacqueline Somerville
William Soutar
John and Miranda Spates
Janet Stack-Miller
Jane Steinberg
Janice Stevenson
Betty Stoddard
Robert and Judi Summers
Eric and Deborah Suris
Barbara Taylor
Paul and Beverly Thomas, Jr.
William and Donna Titze
John and Virginia Torrone
Theodoros and Maria Vlachos
George and Helen Warner-Bell
Mark and Ann Wiedelman
Deborah J. Williams
Corrine Woodward
Kenneth and Joan Wysocki
Stanley and Linda Yolkiewicz
Joseph and Michele Zdanowski

Garrett Winfey

Kevin Knoblock
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DECISION-MAKING SKILLS FOR YOUNG ADULTS
When students with disabilities become young adults, they and their parents often ask whether and how decision-making practices should change. After all, the student and family, and the school, medical, vocational, and service providers have been
using the transition process for several years to help prepare the student for complete community inclusion. Now that the student
is nearing or has attained the age of majority, how should decision making responsibilities be addressed? This article answers that
question.
The transition process is designed to enable the student to achieve the following outcomes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Have a job
Have friendships
Be a consumer
Be an active citizen
Have a home
Have financial security
Have leisure activities
Have a healthy lifestyle

A key component to each of these goals is providing the student with the skills and supports necessary to make good choices.
Indeed, if the transition planning principles of self-determination and person-centered planning have been followed throughout
the development of the transition plan, the student, his or her parents and the participating professionals all should have had
many opportunities to help the student develop the ability to make choices. As a young adult, the process continues, even as
the decisions become more complicated. The preferred means of ensuring the young adult’s safety and security at home, at
school, at work, or at leisure, is to be sure that strong decision-making skills and supports are created and remain in place. Key to
this strategy is ensuring that the young adult makes every possible necessary decision himself or herself.
As with all students, students with disabilities need to learn real world skills, and need to have the chance to make mistakes and
to learn from them. Many transition and vocational education programs focus on building community living skills, like counting
money, finding a job, getting to and from work, performing assorted tasks at work, buying food and budgeting money. These are
vital skills to community inclusion, but they are decision-making skills as well.
Self-determination focuses on developing skills and supports that preserve and enhance, rather than limit, the young adult’s ability to exercise choice in all facets of his or her daily life. Many options exist which advance self-determination, including teaching self-advocacy skills, and teaching the young adult how to name patient advocates for medical decision making or how to
grant powers of attorney for complex financial needs. Self-determination teaches young adults to use the same decision-making
resources that are available to and used by us all, including professional consultations, the support and feedback of family and
friends, access to materials which explain choices in language and formats we can understand, and guidance from appropriate
advocacy or support agencies.
It is easy to understand why legal choice issues can arise once a young adult begins the move to community independence.
Often members of the general community do not respect either the right or the ability of the young adult who has disabilities to
make his or her own decisions. They presume that because the person has a disability, they therefore lack the legal capacity to
make their own choices. Self-advocacy and direct support from the family or advocacy agencies can educate the community
member to accept both the young adults’ right to choose and the wisdom of the choice.
Some medical service providers, again fearing out of ignorance that the young adult cannot exercise “informed consent,” will
try to insist that a family member or case manager obtain a guardian or other representative to consent on behalf of the young
adult before providing services. Again, strong self-advocacy, along with support from parents, family, other service providers and
advocacy agencies can educate the balky medical provider to the adult’s rights and abilities. These strategies also are proving
to be successful in other situations.
Even with strong family and community support in place, there are instances when a young adult either has a hard time understanding the available choices in a specific situation, such as whether or not to have surgery, or in a particular area of life skills, like
medical decisions or money management situations. All states have laws which allow adults to designate other adults to act as
their patient advocates in some or all medical matters, or to give other adults permission to make medical, economic, and other
choices for them by using powers of attorney. These options are in wide use throughout the nation by many adults -- whether or
not they have disabilities – who want to preserve their legal right to make choices for themselves, and at the same time delegate
Continued on Page 7
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Continued "Decision-Making Skills for Young Adults" on Page 6

that power to others of their own choosing, without involving courts.
The Arc of Oakland County has been assisting individuals and families by preparing Durable Powers of Attorney [DPOA] for their
adult children. Recently a hospital questioned the validity of a signed DPOA when presented by the parents of a young adult
there to receive treatment. The family called The Arc of Oakland County and we explained and defended the document to the
hospital’s legal team. The hospital recognized the DPOA as valid and the parents as the decision-makers and accepted their
consent for the treatment.
The most restrictive decision-making options involve the imposition of court ordered guardianships or conservatorships. Guardianships control decisions related to the person, like where to live and medical decisions, while conservatorships control decisions
related to the person’s property, like wages, bills, and property ownership. Guardianships and conservatorships can take partial
or total control over the person’s decision-making and property rights. It is important to remember that they actually strip the
young adult of the legal right to make some or all choices for himself or herself, and in the State’s name give that legal right to
another adult, who might or might not even know the young adult. Once the courts take away some or all of the young adult’s
decision-making rights, it becomes next to impossible to have them restored later, whether or not the person named as the guardian remains alive and able to serve throughout the life of the young adult.
Guardianships and conservatorships have been overemphasized throughout the nation for many years because it has been
common to presume that people who have disabilities must therefore be legally incompetent. Many states use public or corporate guardians when family members are not available or refuse to serve as guardians. This exposes the young adult to a whole
different arena of indifference, mistreatment, and other potentially serious harm.
Transition services stress decision-making as a central part of the process of daily life in the community, and as part of the means
by which young adults have been able to move from the home or facility into the community. Hopefully, the self-determination
process and the availability of strong community supports will further reduce the need for guardianships or conservatorships.
Guardianships and conservatorships are the option of last resort and should be used only if and when all other decision-making
skills and supports have completely failed.
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Please fill out our survey to register for this FREE event and let us know what is on
your mind. Your thoughts and concerns are important to us. We are looking forward
to collaborating together.

Please visit www.thearcoakland.org for zoom and survey links
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A S O F 10 / 19 / 21 W E H AV E 9 91 M E M B E R S !

NEW MEMBERS
Arlen & Ruth Carpenter • Phillip & Josephine Hunter • Tim Maxfield
Kimberley Reynolds • Jordan Tenjeras

Michelle Brunet • Melvin Clinton • Jackie Franklin • Catherine Frost
Dana Layman • Colleen Reynolds • Scott A. Spivey

2021 Membership Goal
2,000

Ashley L. Ball
Financial Management Services

Beth M. Lafata
Comptroller

Larry W. Bizon
Financial Management Services

Monica P. Goerg
Director of Programs and
Operations

Jessica S. Habbi
Financial Management Services

Allison M. Murowany
Director of Public Relations
and Development

Michelle S. Larzelere
Financial Management Services

Patricia D. Luker
Senior Staff Advocate and
Forever Plan Monitor

Diane M. McDaniel
Financial Management Services

Kiesha D. Lawton
Administrative Services

Leanne E. Mayes
Financial Management Services

Monica M. Knoblock
Director of Financial
Management Services

Garret C. Van Drunen
Financial Management Services

Megan L. Arnold
Financial Management Services

Linda M. Yucha
Financial Management Services

25 – Thanksgiving

December

14 – The Arc of Oakland County Board of
Director's Meeting, Zoom, 7 p.m.

OCTOBER MEMBERS

The Arc of Oakland County Staff

November

18 – Community Conversations with The Arc
of Oakland County, Zoom, 6 p.m.

SEPTEMBER MEMBERS

Dawn H. Calnen, J.D.
Executive Director

The Arc of Oakland County
Calendar

Board of Directors
Lisa Kowalski, President
Tom Lias, 1st VP
Randy Meono, 2nd Vice President
Suzanne Marquardt, Secretary
Jerry Rubin, Treasurer
Tom Quakenbush, Past President

Delegates-at-large
Ron Cheli
Tim Hatfield
Julianne Lalik
Nadine Milostan
Paul O’Meara
Barbara Scott
Kara Sprague, Esq.
John Torrone
Ann Wiedelman

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Tom Ke nd zi o rsk i' s
S e nd off!
SAVE THE DATE! We will be
having a farewell celebration
for Tom Kendziorski held in
conjunction with The Arc of
Oakland County's 2022 Dove
Awards Program next year on
Friday, March 18th at the
San Marino Club in Troy. More
details to follow.
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